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[Place holder of Tribal Insignia and Institution Logo]
RECIPROCAL CURATION

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

[Tribal/Nation Name]
AND
[Institution Name]
Background

[Add a paragraph or two about history of how your collections came to be in institutions generally or specifically for each institution. This gives context to your MOU and then also keeps it specific to your own histories and concerns]

Rationale
This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is developed in the spirit of reciprocal and collaborative curation that recognizes the [tribal name] voices, histories and narratives as unique and critical for a proper and more wholistic understanding of these collections. This MOU represents a commitment to sharing knowledge and, in so doing, building relationships through proper recognition, attribution and value of Indigenous perspectives and worldviews that will directly benefit future generations. This MOU reflects a joint commitment to share collections and knowledge through new paradigms of collaborative curation and respect for Indigenous cultural authority. 

WHEREAS this MOU represents a distinct relationship between the [tribal name] and [institution].  The content of this MOU recognizes the sovereign interests of the [tribal name] through Government-to-Government relationships.  

WHEREAS this MOU is written to facilitate the sharing of the [tribal name] cultural knowledge including information that can further inform the proper provenance of collections. The MOU is also in response to the colonial histories of mis-labelling and mis-attributing [tribal name] collections. All parties to this agreement are committed to developing new and equitable relationships for the future stewardship of these collections. 

WHEREAS [tribal name] is a sovereign Nation, decisions about what will be shared with [institution] will be made through tribally determined governance and decision-making processes. 

WHEREAS [institution] is the current custodian of the [tribal name] collections, [institution] is also responsible for the digitization of these collections. [tribal name] community members will work with institutional staff within [institution] to identify material of cultural value for digitization. [Institution] commits to digitize collections free of charge for the [tribal name]. This will be done as part of a larger institutional responsibility to recognize the significant cultural value that this material has to the community, the consequences and legacies for the [tribal name] in not having had access and connection to this material, and the significant unpaid labor that will be required by the [tribal name] to properly engage with this content as well as its histories. 

WHEREAS the [tribal name] is committed to sharing traditional knowledge and cultural information with [institution] about [tribal name] collections. [Tribal name] will retain copyright over all shared information, cultural knowledge and data.  Such information, knowledge and data will be properly acknowledged in [institution] catalogues, any internal or public databases and/or exhibitions where this information is used. Copyright will be held by the [tribal name] and requests and permissions for publication and reuse will need to be attained from the [tribal name] Tribal Council. Where appropriate, a license agreement for use of [tribal name] copyright can be developed between the parties to this MOU. 

WHEREAS [institution] is the current custodian of [tribal name] collections, [institution] is committed to including the [tribal name] TK Labels as part of an enhanced practice of addressing attribution, provenance, protocols and permissions. The [tribal name] TK Labels will be implemented in both external facing online catalogues as well as within internal systems. Where appropriate, the [tribal name] (TK) Labels will be added into institutional metadata.

WHEREAS [institution] is the current custodian of [tribal name] collections, [institution] is responsible for the proper care of these collections. This includes developing appropriate processes for meeting [tribal name] expectations for the care of collections identified as culturally sensitive. The [tribal name] will be responsible for making this designation where appropriate. 

WHEREAS the [tribal name] collections exist in many different known and unknown contexts. [Institution] commits to contact the [tribal name] [insert here who – eg TPHO] when they are made aware of, and/or take carriage of any new collections that include [tribal name] cultural material. Where appropriate, the [tribal name] may request an additional Future Acquisitions Agreement to be established.







This template agreement was developed by the NYU Indigenous Data Law Lab. Feel free to use with appropriate legal advice. 
www.idlawlab.com

