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FUTURE STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
[artist]
And
[Insert Institution Name]

DRAFT

PURPOSE
[statement about work and cultural relationship]

This Agreement is an opportunity for collecting institutions to develop new forms of stewardship for contemporary Indigenous art that are focused on long term relationships with artists and their communities. It moves the focus away from the artwork itself, and creates space for a dynamic and growing relationship between the artwork, the artist, the artist’s community and the institution. It recognizes the long-term cultural value of the artwork for artist’s community and the broader long-term care for the art as part of a community practice.  

This Agreement also recognizes that the artwork is more than ‘art’. It is a living work that will change over time. The cultural materials that are used in this artwork – [insert] – hold special cultural significance within artists community and worldviews. [For example, Brown Ash is also a highly threatened species. Within this context, the artwork represents an important weaving cultural practice handed down for generations and will increase in cultural value over time. Under these circumstances, it is the intent of this agreement to ensure that this artwork can also be used to support teaching for the future of the community and for community artists. 

AGREEMENT

1. [the Artist] agrees to enter into this Future Stewardship Agreement with [institution].
2. [Institution] agrees that it will steward [the artist’] artwork for a period of 75 years.
3. [Institution] agrees that the [artist’s] community will retain cultural authority of the work and future stewardship arrangements will need to be made with the [community name] Tribal Historic and Preservation Officer (THPO). 
4. [Institution] shall have the capacity to display and tour artwork in collaboration and discussion with [the artist]. 
5. [the artist] will be able to display and tour the artwork in collaboration and discussion with [Institution].
6. [the artist] and [Institution] will collaborate on a conservation assessment of the artwork/artworks every 2 years. 
7. [the artist] may invite other artists and family in these assessments.
8. [Institution] agrees that the artwork may visit the [artist’s] community for cultural learning and other related teaching purposes. These visits will be made as easy as possible for the [artist’s] community.   
9. [Institution] agrees to initiate a ‘Kinship Fund’ to support [the artist’s] community capacity to maintain the teachings and learnings within this living work. 
 


This template agreement was developed by the NYU Indigenous Data Law Lab, Jane Anderson and Gabriel Frey. Feel free to use with appropriate legal advice.

